CHAPTER XI.
FINGER PRINTS ON DOCUMENTS.
ONE ,of the most important contributions which science
has made to criminology has been the utilisation of the
iorms of the texture of the skin for the identification
of the individual. The systematic classification of
hundreds of thousands of -impressions taken from the
tips of the fingers of different persons, and the com-
parison of their minute characteristics with those of
other prints, has brought cumulative proof, which now
amounts to practical certainty, that no two human
beings will show all the same distinctive features of the
patterns formed by the ridges upon their fingers and
thumbs. This system of identification has been adopted
by the police authorities all over the world, and has
displaced the Bertillon system, which is based upon the
tabulation of exact measurements of selected physical
characteristics.1
It does not come within the scope of this book to
discuss the subject at length in all its. bearings, but,
inasmuch as it may frequently be necessary in future
to detect a latent impression upon paper, or rapidly
to identify a finger print used as a safeguard upon a
document, it will not be out of place to give a brief
summary of the work that has been done, more especially
1 An outline of Bertillon's system, condensed from, his original pamphlets,
will "be found in my book, Science and the Criminal, pp. 51-54.